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Since 1998 The Eugene Zitwer Foundation has donated nearly $60,000 to Children
of Bellevue so that hospitalized children have a place to play and relax on weekends.
"Without the support of the Zitwer Foundation, children and their families would be
stuck in their rooms all weekend, with nothing to do for distraction and stimulation," said
Gloria Mattera, Director of Child Life and Developmental Services.
Adriana Chung, child life specialist, keeps the place humming on the weekend, engaging
the children in age appropriate play and creative activities. Thanks to the playroom's
weekend hours, Adriana can invite children and their families to the friendly space and
take games and toys to children too ill to leave their rooms.
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The playroom is not only enjoyed by pediatric patients but also by their families. In April,
an 18-month-old patient, "Melissa", and her family including four of her siblings, her
parents and an uncle, spent the afternoon together in the playroom. Melissa explored
the toys and played with pegs, dolls, and especially loved the play kitchen. Her siblings
and family were invited to sit around the activity table and paint their interpretation
of "family". With ages ranging between 4 and 13 years old, and including adults, the
drawings were of various levels but still shared the common theme of togetherness. An
afternoon of painting and creative expression not only took the family's mind off little
Melissa's illness but gave them the rare chance to be together and participate in a typical
family activity despite being in the hospital.
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The Zitwer Foundation is run solely by volunteers and was established to keep Eugene
Zitwer's memory alive by perpetuating the love and laughter he generously gave during
his lifetime. Eugene Zitwer, also known as "Uncle Yuddy," brought love and cheer to
everyone he met, especially children. Without their support, the playroom on the 8th
floor would not be available on the weekend for patients and their families to enjoy a
game and a smile.
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The Zitwer Foundation's mission is to help seriously ill children and their families during
their times of need in the New York area. "Our commitment to the patients at Bellevue
and other venues throughout the New York City area is unwavering. The Uncle Yuddy
Saturday program was conceived of by one of our founders, the late Edith Zitwer, Eugene
Zitwer's wife. Edith was committed to having our programs reach as many patients as
possible. We are honored to bring outstanding programming, play and creative activities
to seriously ill children and their families at Bellevue, indeed. A smile, a hug, a relaxing
time on a Saturday can go a long way!", said Ms. Mary Zitwer Millman.

